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1. INTRODUCTION: 
This paper draws on all known possible impacts of the increasing volatility in earth 

systems and particularly within its atmospheric and hydrological systems as a 

consequence of global warming, its possible consequences and likely impact on human 

communities and recommends that Global Survival Systems (GSS) designed to ensure 

the continued survival of the human species be extended to include the island of Sri 

Lanka in the event of a sufficient number of its human inhabitants wishing to contribute 

to species survival and continuity.  

 

The paper builds on the work of the author over the past five years and draws on and 

further develop elements articulated in the papers “The deep relevance of Advaitic 

responses to the current global crisis and threat of human extinction and the 

consequent need for Civilizational Transformation and Conscious Evolution" 
presented at the workshop “Indian Culture, Psychology and the Global Civilization 

:Emerging Perspectives” organized by the Department of Psychology of the University 

of Delhi from March 22nd to 25th 2013; “Global Governance and Norms for 

Sustainable Development” presented at the “2013 International Conference on 

Sustainable Development Practice” organized by the United Nations Sustainable 

Development Solutions Network, the Global masters of Development Practice and The 

earth Institute at the University of Columbia, New York on the 6th and 7th of September 

2013 and “Civilizational Transformation and Conscious Evolution” presented at the 

International Conference on Building Resilience organized by the University of Salford 



	  

and held on the 17th 18th and 19th September 2013 presented by the author as well as the 

authors continuing work on the World Banks Community for Development for mega 

disasters. 

 

 

2. RESEARCH OBJECTIVE: 
The objectives of this paper are both global as well as local and it will be shared as 

widely as possible, and are as follows: 

a) To contribute to the global body of researched analytic writings on the impact of 

the Growth Model of Development (GMD) and its consequences of Pollution 

and Global Climate Change (P&GCC); Rapid Resource Depletion (RRD) and 

Global Monetary Collapse (GMC) and the consequent need for Civilizational 

Transformation and Conscious Evolution if the Human Species is to survive and 

realize its evolutionary potential. 

b) To contribute to the global body of articulated perceptions of potential pathways 

and processes that may lead to this required transformation. 

c) To contribute towards the global body of visionary projections of possible 

survival and evolutionary scenarios for the human species in the deep future. 

d) To contribute to the growing body of literature being made available to the UNO 

and specifically the UNDP, UNSDSN and UNISDR and the World Bank of the 

situation of the world in general and Sri Lanka in particular in relation to the 

critical situation that is unfolding. 

e) To contribute towards the consolidation of global survival process paths for the 

human species. 

f) To contribute towards the development of global norms for survival and 

sustainability 

g) To inform all interested persons of the above and motivate them to respond 

effectively with wisdom, insight and understanding. 

h) To provide the government of Sri Lanka with a document setting out in a 

concise manner the disaster risk perceptions of the author in relation to the 

island along with some credible responses thereto in order to inform the 

developmental policy formulation and implementation process within the island. 



	  

i) To inform all multi national and national research bodies all over the face of the 

planet of the state of perception obtaining in Sri Lanka in relation to the current 

global context with the objective of global collaboration. 

 

 

 

3. METHODOLOGY: 

3.1 Harvesting of Concepts and Perceptions. 

3.2 Synthesis of Concepts and Perceptions 

3.3 Identification of Impacts and Consequences 

 

3.1. Harvesting of concepts and perceptions from: 

a) Reading and analyses of books, documents and reports. 

b) Study of the world banks material made available to government officials 

and interested global citizens on its e-learning portals 

c) Co ordination of the 8th discussion on the Community for Development of 

The World Bank on Mega disasters and continuous participation in this 

discourse since September 2012. 

d) Continuing correspondence with the UNSDSN 

e) Continuing reading and Study on the Global Masters of Development 

Practice 

f) Study of the Sri Lankan Disaster Management Act and consequent structures 

and mechanisms. 

g) Discussions at the workshop “Indian Culture, Psychology and the Global 

Civilization:Emerging Perspectives” organized by the Department of 

Psychology of the University of Delhi from March 22nd to 25th 2013 

h) Discussions at the 2013 International Conference on Sustainable 

Development Practice organized by the UNSDSN, the GMDP and the earth 

Institute at the Columbia University New York on the 6th and 7th of 

September. 

i) Discussions at the International Conference on Building Resilience 

organized by the University of Salford and held on the 17th 18th and 19th 

September 2013 



	  

 

3.2. Synthesis of harvested concepts and Perceptions 

a. An increasing global temperature and its systemic impacts 

b. An acidification of the oceans and its systemic impacts 

c. A rise in ocean levels and its systemic impacts 

d. A consequent psychological disturbance of individual human organisms and 

its systemic impacts 

 

This synthesis arise from currently accepted scientific theories as to the behavior 

arising from the interaction of radiation with molecules. The time frame within 

which these current theories are likely to maintain their validity is unknown. 

Measurements indicate a continuing rise in temperature and a rising global 

temperature has consequences. Measurements also indicate a rising 

concentration of CO2 in the atmosphere. 

 

If the rising CO2 is the cause of rising temperature then the CO2 already 

released into earths atmosphere by the human species is sufficient to cause an 

increase of at least two degrees centigrade or more in temperature by the end of 

the current century which is in about eighty seven years time. The increase of 

CO2 will continue until the approximately five thousand giga tons of carbon 

available within the lithosphere in the form of fossil fuels has been consumed by 

which time a transition to other forms of energy may have been achieved but is 

not certain. The temperature will also rise accordingly before beginning to fall 

and projections indicate that this rise may continue for upto 500 years and the 

fall to pre anthropocene levels may take between 1000 to 10,000 years. 

 

The rising temperature will cause a rise in sea levels due to the thermal 

expansion of water and the melting of land based ice and rising conceptrations 

of CO2 will increase the acidity of thenoceans. 

 

It is also important to understand that the evolutionary process has been starved 

of CO2 ever since photosynthesis began some two million years ago. This may 

be what has brought evolution to a standstill and led to the decline of species. 



	  

Now that the human species has shown itself more than willing to liberate the 

CO2 sequestered in the form of fossil fuels, CO2 is becoming available to the 

evolutionary process and evolutionary processes may commence again possibly 

beginning with the speciation of the human species to generate a new species 

that is capable of working with carbon based technologies to produce new 

materials and guide earth system processes that this new species will be able to 

perceive and also design processes that can remove the toxic pollution that the 

human species has caused, regenerate the environment and generate a 

sustainable civilization. 

 

On the basis of current knowledge the option of ignoring scientific claims or 

demanding more robust proof of scientific conclusions may not be acceptable. It 

is therefore important that the greatest priority be given and all available 

resources dedicated to the task of ensuring the survival of the human species 

through the immediate construction of global survival support systems that are 

resilient. 

 

3.3. Identification of Impacts and Consequences: 

 

3.3.1. The systemic impacts of an increase in global temperatures are likely to 

include: 

a) Increased volatility in atmospheric movements leading to stronger and 

more frequent storms 

b) Expansion of ocean water leading to sea level rise 

c) Melting of land ice leading to sea level rise and reduction of salinity and 

density of sea water resulting in changes in ocean currents. 

d) Increased volatility in oceanic movements leading to storm surges 

e) Increased volatility in the hydrological cycle leading to more frequent 

and higher rainfall with consequent flooding, waterlogging, landslides 

and crop losses. 

f) Decrease in Agricultural output 

g) Increase in pathogens and their vectors leading to pandemics. 

h) Increase in droughts and crop losses. 



	  

 

3.3.2. The systemic impact of ocean acidification is likely to include: 

a) The die off of coral reefs 

b) The reduction of marine life that form part of the food chain and 

consequent reduction of fisheries yields. 

c) The weakening and erosion of coral reefs and islands. 

 

It is increasingly accepted that ocean acidification can take between 2000 to 

10,000 years to reverse depending on how much fossil fuels the human 

species is able to access and consume. 

 

3.3.3. A rise in ocean levels of one meter as expected by the end of the century 

will includei: 

a) The submerging of one million square Kilometers of land. 

b) The displacement of more than 100 million people 

c) Salinization of groundwater. 

d) Crop losses due to salinization. 

 

3.3.4. A Psychological Disturbance of Human Individuals may include: 

a) Denial with violent suppression and repression 

b) Depression and self destruction 

c) Apathy and refusal to contribute to survival initiatives. 

d) Youth revolt based on the blaming of previous generations for current 

situation. 

e) Violent attacks on symbols of the declining civilization 

f) Increasing religious fundamentalism and fundamentalist ideologies and 

indoctrination and millennial movements. 

   

4. CONCLUSIONS: 

 

It is already too late to prevent two degrees of global warming or more and its 

consequences of ocean acidification, sea level rise and psychological 



	  

disturbances as well as all their various systemic impacts over the rest of this 

century and beyond.  

 

The primary objective of the human species at the current moment is therefore 

the generation of resilient global survival systems that can increase the chances 

of species survival in order to attempt the continued survival and conscious 

evolution of the human species even if the survival of individual human 

organisms cannot be guaranteed. 

 

 5. GLOBAL RECOMMENDTATIONS:  
1. The immediate dedication of all available human and material resources to the 

task of generating global survival support systems that enable as many human 

individuals as possible to survive the unavoidable climate volatility of the 

immediate future and the generation of a new global culture based on 

transparency and a commitment to help. 

2. The withdrawal of all human communities from shorelines likely to be 

affected by sea level rise and from areas likely to be affected by atmospheric, 

hydrological and tectonic volatility 

3. The initiation of processes of perceptual modification that reconfigure public 

understanding of the nature and dynamics of the cosmos and the role within it of 

the human species and human individual. 

4. The acceptance of global norms of governance and global principles of ethics 

for all initiatives aimed at the immediate survival of the human species and for 

the ensuring that any future civilization will be based on the principle of 

sustainability. 

5. The initiation of processes that will facilitate the guidance of earthsystems 

towards states of dynamic equilibrium that are supportive of earthlife and the 

human species as fast as possible and support the generation of sustainability in 

future human civilizations  

6. The recalibration of development aid flows to give utmost priority to the 

generation of global survival systems. 

 

6. NATIONAL RECOMMENDATIONS: 



	  

1. The encouragement of all local businesses to engage in the production of 

output related to the generation of global survival systems and the 

manufacturing of materials, products and services and the training of human 

resources required by these systems. 

2. The immediate design and generation of survival systems in Sri Lanka with 

the support of global and local corporate sector and financial institutions. 

3. The immediate generation of a human identity, a culture of help and a help 

network. 

4. Construction of a Sri Lankan Global digital friendship highway consisting of 

the networking of Sri Lankans with their counterparts all over the face of the 

planet both formally at institutional level as well as informally at personal level. 

5. The immediate conceptualization, documentation and initiation of an 

intensely incentive driven process designed to motivate relocation of residences 

from the littoral plains below one meter above sea level in elevation to 

predesigned human habitat with built in resilience to climate change as well as 

built in global communication systems that facilitate working and learning from 

home and the building of global interactivity and awareness. 

6. Utilize vacated landscapes for commercial operations and tourism from which 

human individuals can be evacuated at short notice in the event of disasters. 

7. Similar processes aimed at redesigning and relocation of human habitat in the 

islands south central massif to areas unlikely to be affected by flooding and 

landslides. 

8.  Initiate an environmental repair, reconstruction and enhancement aimed at 

enlisting the assistance of the environment in mitigating the impacts of global 

climate change and in facilitating attempts at ensuring the survival of the human 

species. 

9. Construct an islandwide resilient electric rail network for the transport of 

goods and people with centralized power generation whose emissions can be 

monitored and controlled. 

10.  Trap all freshwater runoff in tanks on the littoral plains and use these tanks 

for freshwater aquatic cultivation while covering them with photovoltaic cells 

from which electricity is harvested thereby reducing evaporation. 



	  

11. Freshwater runoff that is harvested as above to be processed and exported to 

areas where there is water shortage for human consumption. 

12. The disaster mapping of the entire island and the construction of advanced 

human habitat in areas where disasters are unlikely and the settlement of human 

communities in such locations. 

13. The immediate enhancement of the capacities of the disaster management 

center so that it can implement and maintain in constant readiness an island wide 

Disaster Management System that is fully integrated with day to day life and 

governance processes and that hence does not have to draw on any dedicated 

resources or logistics other than what is required for the sustenance of its own 

capacities, processes and mechanisms. 

14. The creation of a survival guidance system that functions as the strategic 

guidance mechanism of the survival systems within the island and as their 

principal linkage point to such global systems. 

15. Development of Sri Lanka as the platform housing the strategic function of 

the global transformational process and survival network as it impacts upon the 

IOR-ARC, SAARC and BIMSTEC regions. 

16. Negotiation of an insurance scheme with the GFDRR to ensure that all 

developments that are approved by the insurer are adequately insured and 

negotiate funding for all survival based developments with global institutions 

and multi national corporations. 

17. The setting up by act of parliament of a new mechanism (the Sri Lanka 

Global Strategic Guidance System for the Survival of the Human Species) 

entrusted with the task of networking with all global bodies and outstanding 

individuals across the face of the planet in order to perceive and articulate 

processes that can sustain the human species and ensure its survival in the face 

of the climate volatility that has already commenced and which is likely to 

accelerate and the networking of all human individuals in Sri Lanka who are 

capable of perceiving the processes of earthsystems dynamics and their impacts 

on the human species who are not likely to number more than twenty human. 

 

6) GAPS AND SUGGESTIONS FOR FUTURE RESEARCH:  



	  

1. There is an urgent need for the mapping of perceptual paradigms, the study of 

the processes of paradigm shifting and the facilitation of paradigm shifting. 

2. There is a need for lifelong cohort studies on perceptual paradigm shifting. 

3. There is a need for voluntary programs for perceptual paradigm shifting 

4. There is a need for the mapping of psychological resilience in Sri Lanka and 

identification of areas for the further development of psychological resilience 

5. There is an urgent need for lifelong cohort studies in the building of resilience 

  

6. There is an urgent need for the hazard mapping and integration of hazard 

7.profile with physical development plans within a global as well as a Sri 

Lankan context. 

8. There is a need for the formulation of processes that may generate the 

dynamics required to drive civilizational transformation and conscious evolution 

both globally as well as in the Sri Lankan context. 
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